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While the Oak Park River Forest Infant Welfare Society has existed for more than a
century, up until recently the organization always rented its space, currently
located at 320 Lake Street. The society serves low-income children, mostly from a
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ADVERTISING
While the Oak Park River Forest Infant
Welfare Society has existed for more than a

century, up until recently the organization always rented its space, currently
located at 320 Lake Street. The society serves low-income children, mostly from a
five-mile radius, and also provides maternal health care.
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Once renovations, estimated at $3.8 million, are complete in February 2022, the
Madison Street building will house a dental, medical and community health
services facility as well as offices for the society. Additionally, the building has
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extra space for programming, LaFleur said.
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“We bought the building completely through philanthropy and all the renovations
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“We won’t have to pay rent, we’ll have a large parking lot, we have room for growth
and it’s a good location for the patients we serve,” LaFleur said, explaining the
advantages of owning versus renting.
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The group bought the building in January 2019 and wanted to begin renovations at
that time, but construction was put on hold because of the pandemic and the need
for additional fundraising, LaFleur said.
With plans in place for Walsh Construction to start renovations July 6, the society
two weeks ago hosted a “groundbreaking” ceremony to celebrate. Speakers that
day included Illinois Senate President Don Harmon and Oak Park Village
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wizards and fairy princesses and were given wands to wave.

“It was really very sweet that they came out,” LaFleur said.
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Illegal trade funds weapons and human trafficking in Illinois
USA-IT: United to Safeguard America from Illegal Trade |

Column: Mayor Lori Lightfoot’s idea of an ‘elected school board’ in
Chicago is no such thing. Thankfully.
Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot campaigned on replacing the appointed school board with an elected
body but has backtracked. Her new proposal for a hybrid board is a weak sop to that pledge, but …
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